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“ The PrEP training 
by Mike Youle and the 
JUSTRI team was a great 
success providing all the 
details of PrEP roll-out 
and guiding us through 
the challenging steps 
of the process. We are 
preparing to open the 
first PrEP clinic of Turkey 
in İzmir within a few 
weeks. We would like to 
thank our mentors for 
paving our way for an 
easy start. ”  
Dr Deniz Gökengin – Host
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JUSTRI PrEP Training
Izmir, Turkey 14th May 2022

Turkey is in the process of 
developing a PrEP roll-out 
programme and Dr Deniz 
Gökengin of Ege University in 
Izmir asked JUSTRI to provide 
a training both in person and 
online for HCPs who will be 
involved in this process, and 
we were happy to oblige.

 The meeting was held with her support 

and that of AIDS VE CYBH DERNEGI (AIDS 

and STD Association) a local NGO and 

was supported by Gilead Sciences and 

Pharmactive Pharmaceuticals. This was our 

first training on PrEP, but since then we 

have been asked for a follow-up event, to 

be held in Antalya, Turkey in November. In 

2023 we will organise a similar meeting in 

Romania, where PrEP roll-out is also being 

planned. 

For this training, the linkage with the in-

country HIV doctors, whom we know very 

well, served to make the process simple, 

and they helped to promote the event 

through their own local institutions and 

colleagues. The meeting was held at the 

Anemon Ege Hotel and there were 23 

attendees on-site and 135 on-line who 

included, infectious disease/HIV doctors 

and nurses and representatives of the HIV 

NGO.  The morning session began with 

an overview of PrEP given virtually by 

Dr Laura Waters, followed by Deniz, who 

presented the aspirations for PrEP provision 

in Turkey. After the break a review of PrEP 
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implementation was provided by Dr Nadia 

Ahmed from London who has worked on 

such projects in South Africa. With excellent 

translators the audience were well engaged 

asked very insightful questions. The slides 

from the meeting with pictures, comments 

and more details are at  http://www.justri.

org . In the afternoon a smaller group 

convened who aim to spearhead the roll-

out programme and in this session three 

groups consider a range of subjects such as 

demand creation, laboratory and pharmacy 

services and monitoring of the process. 

After feeding back their suggestions Nadia 

reviewed and critiqued the discussion and 

findings and so a process was begun which 

will be developed in the roundtable later in 

the year.

This project re-enforced our view that 

localised and specific trainings on subjects 

such as PrEP can be highly effective at 

providing information and guidance 

on subjects of relevance in countries of 

Southeast Europe and that this can help 

those working locally to evolve new 

interventions to prevent HIV transmission. 

In this endeavour it is vital to engage a 

wide range of medical and allied health 

practitioners, as well as NGOs to produce an 

effective response and the feedback from 

the meeting was that we achieved this. 

“ Helped me understand how to  
implement PrEP into my daily practice.”

“ Mike, Laura and Nadia…all 

the speakers were really good at 

their presentations and they also 

led the workshops very well.” 

http://www.justri.org/
http://www.justri.org/
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Evaluation Summary

1. What were your expectations of the meeting?  AVERAGE 

4.85 Very effective/Excellent — 1 Not effective/Poor

2. How well did the meeting meet your expectations?  AVERAGE 

4.95 Well exceeded expectations — 1 Did not meet expectations

3. How would you rate the effectiveness of the following sessions? 

5 Very effective  — 1 Not effective  

Please let us know which speakers you found helpful, which less so, and any additional subjects we  

should have covered  

LECTURES:  AVERAGE 

4.9“ Thank you to Mike Youle, Nadia & Justri organisation.

“ All of them wonderful, Thank you Justri x 2

“ Mike, Laura and Nadia…all the speakers were really good at their presentations and also the lead the 
workshops very well.

“ Very good thanks

WORKSHOPS:   AVERAGE 

4.8“ Laura Water, Mike Youle, Deniz Gokengin, Nadia Ahmed…they were all very helpful

“ This was the best section of this meeting

“ Very helpful

CASE PRESENTATIONS:   AVERAGE 

4.6
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4. How will this meeting help you in your day-to-day work? (comments only)

“ Helped me on how to implement PrEP into my daily practice

“ Good

“ It will help me to prescribe PrEP for my patient’s partners.

“ It will be effective for our future programme x 2

“ Very helpful x 4

“ I got some useful information

“ I will address and suggest to my patients and partners

“ Understanding PrEP implementation 

5. What is your overall assessment of the meeting?   AVERAGE 

4.95 Very effective/Excellent — 1 Not effective/Poor

“ Very well

“ Good

6. Please give suggestions for how future meetings might meet your training needs (comments only)

“ thank you so much!

“ very well

“ discussion session was a bit too long

“ maybe have some more case presentations

“ thank you…I have no suggestions
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